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THIS WEEK IN FOOTBALL - JANUARY 18-20

Odds To Win Super Bowl LVIX
Courtesy of the Westgate SuperBook in Las Vegas as of 1/15/2025

Detroit     +280 
Kansas City     +350
Philadelphia      +400
Baltimore          +450

Buffalo     +550
LA Rams     +1800
Washington     +3000  
Houston     +5000

INCREDIBLE STAT OF THE WEEK
The Washington Commanders’ 
last fi ve wins have come on the 

fi nal play from scrimmage.

ATS W-L Record 
Since 1981:
15-2

(88%)

PLAY AGAINST any NFL 
Divisional Round away team 
coming off an outright home 

underdog win in the 
Wild Card Round.

STOP
RIGHT
HERE

AWESOME ANGLE 
OF THE WEEK

Play AGAINST: 
HOUSTON TEXANS (1/18) 

Rnk  Team                          Conf/Div     PWR     HF      Rnk  Team                          Conf/Div     PWR     HF     Rnk  Team                          Conf/Div     PWR     HF      

Rnk: Overall rank in NFL • PWR: Numerical team power rating • HF: Numerical home fi eld value • Power Ratings courtesy of KennyWhiteSports.com
UPDATED 2024-25 NFL POWER RATINGS

15 Arizona Cardinals NFC West  102 2.5
19 Atlanta Falcons NFC South 100.5 2.5
1 Baltimore Ravens AFC North 111 3.5
3 Buffalo Bills AFC East 107 3
32 Carolina Panthers NFC South 91 1.5
24 Chicago Bears NFC North 95.5 2.5
11 Cincinnati Bengals AFC North 103 2
24 Cleveland Browns AFC North 95.5 2.5
28 Dallas Cowboys NFC East 94 2.5
17 Denver Broncos AFC West 101.5 2.5
2 Detroit Lions NFC North 108.5 2.5

5 Green Bay Packers NFC North 106.5 2.5
18 Houston Texans AFC South 101 2.5
21 Indianapolis Colts AFC South 98 2
23 Jacksonville Jaguars AFC South 96 1.5
6 Kansas City Chiefs AFC West 106 2
28 Las Vegas Raiders AFC West 94 2.5
9 L.A. Chargers AFC West 104.5 1.5
9 L.A. Rams NFC West 104.5 2
20 Miami Dolphins AFC East 100 2.5
11 Minnesota Vikings NFC North 103 1.5

27 New England Pats AFC East 95 1.5
28 New Orleans Saints NFC South 94 2
31 N.Y. Giants NFC East 93 1.5
22 N.Y. Jets AFC East 97.5 2
3 Philadelphia Eagles NFC East 107 1.5
15 Pittsburgh Steelers AFC North 102 1.5
14 San Francisco 49ers NFC West 102.5 1.5
11 Seattle Seahawks NFC West 103 1.5
7 Tampa Bay Bucs NFC South 105 2
24 Tennessee Titans AFC South 95.5 2
8 Wash Commanders NFC East 105 1.5

NFL HEAD COACHES
 AND QUARTERBACKS

PLAYOFF RECORDS
Listed below are the career postseason stats of this year’s NFL coaches 
and quarterbacks in their team-starts. Play accordingly.

TEAM COACH SU ATS FAV    DOG
Baltimore John Harbaugh 13-10  15-8  6-4  9-4
Buffalo Sean McDermott 7-6  6-7  5-4  1-3  
Detroit Dan Campbell 2-1  2-1  1-1  1-0
Houston Demeco Ryans 2-1  2-1  0-0  2-1
Kansas City Andy Reid 26-16  25-17  15-13  10-4
LA Rams Sean McVay 8-4  7-5  2-3  5-2 
Philadelphia Nick Sirianni 3-3  3-3  3-2  0-1 
Washington Dan Quinn 4-2  4-2  2-1  2-1
TEAM QB SU ATS FAV   DOG
Baltimore Lamar Jackson  3-4  3-4  3-3  0-1 
Buffalo Josh Allen  6-5  4-7  4-4  0-3
Detroit Jared Goff  4-4  4-4  2-2  2-2
Houston C.J. Stroud  2-1  2-1  0-0  2-1
Kansas City Patrick Mahomes 15-3  13-5  9-5  4-0
LA Rams Matthew Stafford  5-4  5-4  1-2  4-2
Philadelphia Jalen Hurts  3-3  3-3  3-2  0-1  
Washington Jayden Daniels  1-0  1-0  0-0 1-0

TEAM  SU   ATS    ITS       NET YDS
Baltimore       8-3 7-3-1 11-0   +124       
Buffalo           3-3 3-3 3-3   - 08                  
Detroit 6-2 4-3-1 5-3   +48
Houston 2-5 4-3 3-4   - 26
Kansas City 7-2 3-5-1 6-3   - 06
LA Rams       3-3 3-3 5-1   +06       
Philadelphia       6-2 6-2 4-4   +35                   
Washington 2-4 2-3-1 2-4   - 69

PLAYOFF TEAMS VS. PLAYOFF TEAMS
Before playing the Divisional round it would serve you well to examine each team’s 
performance records in games versus fellow playoff teams this season. Listed below 
is each team’s SU, ATS, ITS and Net Yardage in games versus teams of the same ilk…

https://www.playbooksports.com/Marc-Lawrence/
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         OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A          OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
22.0
115
210
325

DEF
21.0
110
202
312

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
14.8
4.4
6.3
5.5

DEF
14.9
4.3
6.2
5.3

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
23.0
105
222
327

DEF
19.0
102
219
321

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
14.2
4.0
6.3
5.3

DEF
16.9
4.1
6.5
5.5

NO. 4  HOUSTON TEXANS  (11-7 / 8-9-1) NO. 1  KANSAS CITY CHIEFS  (15-2 / 7-9-1)

✓ at  Indianapolis • 9/8 0-0 29 27 W -3 L O48 5.8 213 204 417 303 199 104 7.4 28-20 0-1
✓      CHICAGO 9/15 1-0 19 13 W -6.5 L U45.5 5.3 75 235 310 205 134 71 3.5 21-14 1-2
✓ at  Minnesota 9/22 2-0 7 34 L -1.5 L U46.5 5.1 38 258 296 274 156 118 4.9 20-18 2-0
✓      JACKSONVILLE • 9/29 0-3 24 20 W -5.5 L U44.5 6.6 101 334 435 313 155 158 5.5 29-21 1-0
✓      BUFFALO 10/6 3-1 23 20 W -1 W U48 6.4 94 331 425 276 126 150 4.8 28-18 2-0
✓ at  New England 10/13 1-4 41 21 W -6.5 W O39.5 6.1 192 176 368 291 209 82 4.9 25-19 1-4

at  Green Bay 10/20 4-2 22 24 L 3 W U47.5 3.6 142 55 197 277 195 82 5.2 13-18 0-3
✓      INDIANAPOLIS • 10/27 4-3 23 20 W -5 L U45 5.5 96 267 363 303 140 163 5.2 24-20 1-2
✓ at  NY Jets 10/31 2-6 13 21 L 2.5 L U43.5 4.8 187 135 322 293 193 100 5.5 21-20 1-1

     DETROIT 11/10 7-1 23 26 L 4 W T49 4.1 56 192 248 345 240 105 5.6 17-23 2-5
✓ at  Dallas 11/18 3-6 34 10 W -7 W O41.5 6.6 141 250 391 388 324 64 5.2 26-26 1-2

     TENNESSEE • 11/24 2-8 27 32 L -8 L O41 5.2 40 220 260 369 237 132 6.4 17-25 2-3
at  Jacksonville • 12/1 2-9 23 20 W -3 T U45 5.5 108 218 326 373 276 97 5.6 22-25 0-1
     OPEN DATE 12/8
     MIAMI 12/15 6-7 20 12 W -2.5 W U46.5 3.9 77 104 181 224 172 52 3.8 12-15 1-4
at  Kansas City 12/21 13-1 19 27 L 3 L O42.5 5.6 84 227 311 375 251 124 5.4 21-25 2-0
     BALTIMORE 12/25 10-5 2 31 L 6.5 L U46.5 4.3 58 153 211 432 181 251 7.2 14-29 1-0

✓ at  Tennessee • 1/5 3-13 23 14 W 2.5 W O36.5 6.6 207 167 374 314 229 85 5.4 25-21 1-1
✓      LA CHRGRS Ply 1/11 11-6 32 12 W 2.5 W O41.5 6.4 168 261 429 261 211 50 5.2 29-17 3-4

     BALTIMORE 9/5 0-0 27 20 W -2.5 W O46 7.4 72 281 353 452 267 185 6.2 24-30 1-1
     CINCINNATI 9/15 0-1 26 25 W -6.5 L O47.5 5 149 137 286 320 246 74 5.5 19-21 3-1

✓ at  Atlanta 9/22 1-1 22 17 W -3 W U46.5 4.8 128 217 345 311 229 82 5.8 23-21 1-1
✓ at  LA Chargers • 9/29 2-1 17 10 W -7 T U42 6 101 228 329 224 169 55 4.4 22-15 2-0
✓      NEW ORLEANS 10/7 2-2 26 13 W -5 W U43 5.9 139 321 460 220 174 46 4.4 31-15 1-1

     OPEN DATE 10/13
✓ at  San Francisco 10/20 3-3 28 18 W 2.5 W U48 5 184 145 329 310 209 101 5.6 22-21 2-3
✓ at  Las Vegas • 10/27 2-5 27 20 W -9 L O43 5 82 252 334 228 195 33 4.5 22-15 1-1
✓      TAMPA BAY 11/4 4-4 30 24 W -9 L O45.5 4.9 124 260 384 284 189 95 5.7 26-19 1-0
✓      DENVER • 11/10 5-4 16 14 W -7 L U42.5 4.9 57 243 300 260 182 78 4.9 20-17 0-0

at  Buffalo 11/17 8-2 21 30 L 2.5 L O46.5 5.2 78 181 259 366 262 104 5.2 17-24 2-1
✓ at  Carolina 11/24 3-7 30 27 W -10.5 L O42.5 6.2 165 226 391 334 249 85 6.0 26-22 0-0

     LAS VEGAS • 11/29 2-9 19 17 W -13.5 L U42.5 5.3 63 266 329 434 318 116 7.2 22-29 0-1
✓      LA CHARGERS • 12/8 8-4 19 17 W -4.5 L U42.5 4.8 96 202 298 288 194 94 5.3 20-19 0-0
✓ at  Cleveland 12/15 3-10 21 7 W -3.5 W U41 4.1 132 179 311 266 127 139 4.8 21-18 0-6
✓      HOUSTON 12/21 9-5 27 19 W -3 W O42.5 5.4 124 251 375 311 227 84 5.6 25-21 0-2
✓ at  Pittsburgh 12/25 10-5 29 10 W -2 W U46 6.7 69 320 389 364 162 202 5.4 26-24 0-2

at  Denver • 1/5 9-7 0 38 L 11 L U40.5 3.5 27 71 98 479 321 158 6.7 7-32 0-0

KANSAS CITY over Houston by 13 OPENING LINES: 
CHIEFS -8 / 42.5

SATURDAY - JANUARY 18 
4:30 PM ET - ABC/ESPN

 2024-25 NFL DIVISIONAL ROUND PLAYOFFS

Let’s start with this note of interest: The Chiefs have ripped the limbs 
off the Texans in each of the two playoff games they met, winning 
the two contests by 50 points while beating the spread by 31 points 

combined. Kansas City is on a 6-0 SUATS heater in its last postseason 
games. They are also 9-2 SU and 8-3 ATS in playoff games under Andy 
Reid against .667 or fewer foes. Not to mention the Mustache’s 8-1 
ATS career record in the game when coming off a loss of more than 24 
points. And they return to Arrowhead off a 38-0 loss - albeit with practice 
squad players. Does a one-legged duck swim in circles? Of course, they 
do. They’ve also got a fi rst-ever “three-peat” embedded in their mind. 
Before the “practice squad” loss to the Broncos to conclude the season, 

Kansas City was playing arguably its best ball of the season, riding a six-
game win skein. They toppled the Texans like Custer at Little Big Horn, 
winning seven of the last nine battles by an average win margin of 
more than 13 points per game. And we didn’t even mention QB Patrick 
Mahomes and his 15-3 SU and 13-5 ATS career mark in the playoffs, 
including 6-0 outright in initial games by an average winning margin 
of more than 15 points per game. The best part is that Houston fi gures 
to oblige, sitting smack dab in the AWESOME ANGLE OF THE WEEK. 
With Texans’ QB C.J. Stroud’s weak 1-4 SUATS career record against foes 
with greater than .700-win percentage, it looks like more misery ahead 
for Houston at Arrowhead.

 CURRENT 2024-25 NFL STAT RANKINGS

LEGEND – OWL: Foe’s 
Win-Loss mark before 
game is played, PF-PA: 
Points scored for and 
against, SU: Outright win 
or loss of game, Line: 
Game’s CLOSING line, 
ATS: Win or loss of game 
against the pointspread, 
O/U: Final Over/Under 
total and result, OYP: 
Offensive yards per play, 
OFR: Offensive rush yards, 
OFP: Offensive pass yards, 
OYD:  Total  offensive 
yards gained, DYD: Total 
defensive yards allowed, 
DFP: Defensive pass yards, 
DFR: Defensive rush yards, 
DYP: Defensive yards per 
play, RES: A formulated 
Re-Score of the game based 
strictly on actual yardage 
gained and allowed, F-A: 
‘F’ shows total number of 
turnovers committed by 
subject team; ‘A’ shows 
total turnovers committed 
by opponent. Note: A red 
check mark at the left of the 
log box indicates the team 
outgained its opponent.

LEGEND FOR STAT-LOG  
GAME MATCHUPS

Listed below are our exclusive STAT RANKINGS, a quick read guide into the offensive and defensive stats and rankings compiled by each team. 
Reading across we fi nd each team’s In The Stats Rating (ITS), Average Points For (PTF), Points Against (PTA), Offensive Rushing Yards 
(OFR), Offensive Passing Yards (OFP), Total Offensive Yards (OYD), Total Defensive Yards (DYD), Defensive Passing Yards (DFP) and 
Defensive Rushing Yards (DFR), along with their numerical ranking against all other teams. Also includes Net Yardage Differential.

ARIZONA
ATLANTA
BALTIMORE
BUFFALO
CAROLINA
CHICAGO
CINCINNATI
CLEVELAND

DALLAS
DENVER
DETROIT
GREEN BAY
HOUSTON
INDIANAPOLIS
JACKSONVILLE
KANSAS CITY

LV RAIDERS
LA CHARGERS
LA RAMS
MIAMI
MINNESOTA
NEW ENGLAND
NEW ORLEANS
NY GIANTS

NY JETS
PHILADELPHIA
PITTSBURGH
S FRANCISCO
SEATTLE
TAMPA BAY
TENNESSEE
WASHINGTON

   TEAM                          ITS      PTF RNK    PTA RNK    OFR RNK   OFP RNK   OYD RNK   DYD  RNK   DFP  RNK   DFR  RNK  NET 
8-9

10-7
16-2
10-8
4-13
4-13
9-8

4-13

6-11
6-12
11-6
14-4
11-7
6-11
6-11
12-5

7-10
9-9

10-8
10-7
8-10
5-12
6-11
6-11

8-9
11-7
9-9

11-6
9-8

12-6
8-9

12-6

16
25

105
31

-107
-70
18
-41

-28
-7
67
54
13
-26
-83
6

-30
-15
-20
11
10
-51
-60
-52

-4
84
-18
63
-6
57
-7
45

24
23
30
31
20
18
28
15

21
24
33
26
22
22
19
23

18
23
22
20
25
17
20
16

20
27
22
23
22
29
18
28

10
12
3
2

22
27
5

32

21
10
1
8

16
16
26
12

27
12
16
22
9

30
22
31

22
7

16
12
16
4

27
5

22
25
21
21
31
22
26
26

28
19
20
20
21
25
26
19

26
19
22
21
20
25
23
24

24
17
21
26
22
23
27
23

13
22
8
8

32
13
25
25

31
2
5
5
8

22
25
2

25
2

13
8
5

22
17
20

20
1
8

25
13
17
30
17

144
131
194
136
110
102
93
95

100
110
146
145
115
137
102
105

80
111
103
106
109
116
115
105

92
179
122
126
97

143
109
150

6
10
1
9

17
25
30
29

27
17
4
5

14
8

25
22

32
16
24
21
19
13
14
22

31
2

12
11
28
7

19
3

214
240
233
230
188
182
273
206

227
209
263
222
210
198
205
222

223
215
226
220
234
176
205
190

218
184
195
250
236
246
195
219

19
5
8
9

29
31
1

22

10
21
2

13
20
25
23
13

12
18
11
15
7

32
23
28

17
30
26
3
6
4

26
16

358
371
427
366
298
284
366
301

327
319
409
367
325
335
307
327

303
326
329
326
343
292
320
295

310
363
317
376
333
389
304
369

11
5
1
8

29
32
8

28

16
22
2
7

20
13
25
16

27
18
15
18
12
31
21
30

24
10
23
4

14
3

26
6

342
346
322
335
405
354
348
342

355
326
342
313
312
361
390
321

333
341
349
315
333
343
380
347

314
279
335
313
339
332
311
324

19
23
9

15
32
27
25
19

28
11
19
4
3

29
31
8

13
18
26
7

13
22
30
24

6
1

15
4

17
12
2

10

216
225
245
222
225
218
223
212

218
223
244
210
202
229
257
219

216
217
220
211
240
212
239
211

193
175
225
193
213
239
177
189

13
23
31
20
23
16
21
10

16
21
30
7
6

26
32
18

13
15
19
8

29
10
27
8

4
1

23
4

12
27
2
3

126
121
77

113
180
136
125
130

137
103
98

103
110
132
133
102

117
124
129
104
93

131
141
136

121
104
110
120
126
93

134
135

19
15
1

12
32
28
18
22

30
6
4
6

10
24
25
5

13
17
21
8
2

23
31
28

15
8

10
14
19
2

26
27
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DETROIT over Washington by 16 OPENING LINES: 
LIONS -10.5 / 56

SATURDAY - JANUARY 18 
8:00 PM ET - FOX 

OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A
NO. 6  WASHINGTON COMMANDERS (13-5 / 11-6-1)

at  Tampa Bay 9/8 0-0 20 37 L 4 L O42.5 5.5 138 161 299 392 280 112 6.5 20-26 0-0
✓      NY GIANTS • 9/15 0-1 21 18 W -1.5 W U43 6.6 215 210 425 304 175 129 6.1 28-20 0-1

at  Cincinnati 9/23 0-2 38 33 W 7.5 W O45.5 6.5 108 248 356 436 312 124 7.5 24-29 0-0
✓ at  Arizona 9/29 1-2 42 14 W 3.5 W O48.5 6.7 216 233 449 296 115 181 5.5 30-20 1-1
✓      CLEVELAND 10/6 1-3 34 13 W -3 W O43.5 7 215 219 434 212 108 104 4.1 29-14 2-1

at  Baltimore 10/13 3-2 23 30 L 7 T O50.5 5.8 52 253 305 484 308 176 7.7 20-32 0-1
✓      CAROLINA 10/20 1-5 40 7 W -10.5 W U51 6.8 214 207 421 180 85 95 4.4 28-12 0-2
✓      CHICAGO 10/27 4-2 18 15 W -1 W U46.5 6.9 168 313 481 307 111 196 5.3 32-20 0-1
✓ at  NY Giants • 11/3 2-6 27 22 W -4 W O44 6 149 209 358 326 162 164 5.7 24-22 0-1

     PITTSBURGH 11/10 6-2 27 28 L -2 L O45.5 4.3 60 182 242 312 172 140 4.3 16-21 1-2
at  Philadelphia • 11/14 7-2 18 26 L 4.5 L U48.5 4.4 93 171 264 434 206 228 6.4 18-29 1-0

✓      DALLAS • 11/24 3-7 26 34 L -10.5 L O44.5 6.5 145 267 412 332 241 91 5.5 27-22 3-1
✓      TENNESSEE 12/1 3-8 42 19 W -5.5 W O45 6.2 267 196 463 245 210 35 5.1 31-16 1-2

     OPEN DATE 12/8
✓ at  New Orleans 12/15 5-8 20 19 W -7.5 L U44.5 4.9 137 189 326 245 176 69 5.1 22-16 0-1
✓      PHILADELPHIA • 12/22 12-2 36 33 W 3.5 W O46.5 5.8 113 255 368 338 127 211 5.0 25-23 5-2
✓      ATLANTA 12/29 8-7 30 24 W -3.5 W O46.5 5.7 216 196 412 337 211 126 5.8 27-22 1-1

at  Dallas • 1/5 7-9 23 19 W -7 L U43.5 5.5 113 156 269 378 228 150 5.2 18-25 1-0
✓ at  Tampa Bay Ply 1/12 10-7 23 20 W 3 W U51.5 5.1 82 268 350 284 183 101 6.6 23-19 0-1

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
28.0
150
219
369

DEF
23.0
135
189
324

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
13.2
4.8
7.0
5.9

DEF
14.1
4.7
6.6
5.7

OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A
NO. 1  DETROIT LIONS  (15-2 / 12-4-1)

     LA RAMS 9/8 0-0 26 20 W -5 W U54 6.2 163 200 363 387 304 83 5.4 24-26 1-1
✓      TAMPA BAY 9/15 1-0 16 20 L -7.5 L U51.5 5.6 139 324 463 216 146 70 5.1 31-14 2-1
✓ at  Arizona 9/22 1-1 20 13 W -3 W U51.5 5.7 187 186 373 277 200 77 5.3 25-18 1-1

     SEATTLE 9/30 3-0 42 29 W -4 W O47 8.3 116 273 389 516 383 133 6.9 26-34 0-2

     OPEN DATE 10/6
✓ at  Dallas 10/13 3-2 47 9 W -3.5 W O53.5 7.8 184 308 492 251 198 53 4.1 33-17 0-5
✓ at  Minnesota • 10/20 5-0 31 29 W 1.5 W O50 7.5 144 247 391 383 244 139 8.0 26-26 1-1

     TENNESSEE 10/27 1-5 52 14 W -12.5 W O45.5 5.2 164 61 225 416 258 158 5.9 15-28 0-4
at  Green Bay • 11/3 6-2 24 14 W -2.5 W U48.5 4.8 124 137 261 411 273 138 6.6 17-27 0-1

✓ at  Houston 11/10 6-3 26 23 W -4 L T49 5.6 105 240 345 248 192 56 4.1 23-17 5-2
✓      JACKSONVILLE 11/17 2-8 52 6 W -13.5 W O47.5 8.5 196 449 645 170 129 41 3.7 43-11 0-1
✓ at  Indianapolis 11/24 5-6 24 6 W -7 W U50.5 5.7 137 253 390 268 172 96 5.5 26-18 0-0
✓      CHICAGO • 11/28 4-7 23 20 W -10 L U47.5 6 194 211 405 301 223 78 5.6 27-20 1-0
✓      GREEN BAY • 12/5 9-3 34 31 W -3 T O52.5 5.2 111 280 391 298 199 99 6.8 26-20 1-1

     BUFFALO 12/15 10-3 42 48 L -2.5 L O54.5 7 48 473 521 559 362 197 8.2 35-37 1-0
✓ at  Chicago • 12/22 4-10 34 17 W -6.5 W O47.5 7.4 146 329 475 382 323 59 6.7 32-25 0-2

at  San Francisco 12/30 6-9 40 34 W -3.5 W O50 6.6 152 287 439 475 400 75 8.2 29-32 0-2
✓      MINNESOTA • 1/5 14-2 31 9 W -3 W U56.5 6.2 178 216 394 262 142 120 4.4 26-17 2-0

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
33.0
146
263
409

DEF
20.0
98
244
342

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
12.4
4.7
8.1
6.4

DEF
17.1
4.5
6.8
5.9

         OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A          OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A
NO. 4  LOS ANGELES RAMS  (11-7 / 10-8) NO. 2  PHILADELPHIA EAGLES  (15-3 / 12-6)

PHILADELPHIA over LA Rams by 3 OPENING LINES: 
EAGLES -6.5 / 45

SUNDAY - JANUARY 19 
2:00 PM ET - NBC/PEACOCK

Fly Eagles Fly will be anxious to make amends from last year’s one-
and-done playoff appearance when they gagged 32-9 as road chalk 
at Tampa Bay in the Wild Card Round. A signifi cant concern to Eagles 

fans, though, has to be the loss of LB Nakobe Dean, who went down to 
a torn patellar tendon in Philly’s loss to the Packers on Sunday. He and 
Zack Baun formed the best tandem of LBs in the league; pairing them 
was the fi rst thing Vic Fangio did when he took over as DC. Dean wore 
the communications helmet, and the defensive captain relayed the Eagles’ 
defensive play calls. And speaking of defense, the Rams sacked QB Sam 
Darnold 9 times in their surprisingly easy upset win over the Vikings. The 
Rams started the season 0-2, and eventually 1-4. However, since coming off 
their Bye week in mid-October, Sean McVay’s squad has gone 10-3 SU and 

9-4 ATS.  It’s also when star WRs Cooper Kupp and Puca Nacua returned in 
tandem to the starting lineup. Surprisingly, the Rams are 5-1 ITS against 
fellow playoff squads this season; the Eagles are just 3-5 ITS. Yes, the Eagles 
are 16-6 SU and 17-4-1 ATS in this series since 1990, including 5-0 ATS when 
favored by more than three points. Our biggest concern, though, is Philly 
fl attened the Rams, 37-20, in Los Angeles in late November (it was LA’s only 
stat loss in six games against a playoff squad this season). That doesn’t fi t 
well with Divisional Round dogs seeking same-season revenge, currently 
standing at 16-7-1 ATS overall since 1996, including 9-1 ATS when they 
own a .625 or fewer win percentage. Word of caution: be sure to check the 
closing line on this game as NFL home favorites of fewer than six points 
ruled the roost this regular season, going 107-73-5 ATS.

✓ at  Detroit 9/8 0-0 20 26 L 5 L U54 5.4 83 304 387 363 200 163 6.2 26-24 1-1
at  Arizona • 9/15 0-1 10 41 L Pk L O47.5 5.2 53 192 245 489 258 231 8.0 16-33 1-1

     SAN FRAN • 9/22 1-1 27 24 W 6 W O44.5 5.7 98 198 296 425 288 137 6.6 20-28 0-1
✓ at  Chicago 9/29 1-2 18 24 L 3 L O40.5 5.9 119 203 322 264 133 131 5.2 21-18 2-0
✓      GREEN BAY 10/6 2-2 19 24 L 3 L U49.5 5.1 134 236 370 323 197 126 5.8 25-22 2-1

     OPEN DATE 10/13
     LAS VEGAS 10/20 2-4 20 15 W -7 L U43.5 5.1 115 144 259 317 195 122 4.3 17-21 1-4

✓      MINNESOTA 10/24 5-1 30 20 W 2.5 W O47 5.8 107 279 386 276 212 64 5.9 26-18 1-0

at  Seattle • 11/3 4-4 26 20 W -2 W U48.5 5.4 68 298 366 424 317 107 6.3 24-28 1-3
✓      MIAMI 11/11 2-6 15 23 L -2 L U49.5 5.1 70 257 327 238 171 67 4.8 22-16 2-2
✓ at  New England 11/17 3-7 28 22 W -3.5 W O41.5 7.9 107 295 402 382 257 125 5.5 27-25 0-2

     PHILADELPHIA 11/24 8-2 20 37 L 3 L O48.5 5.4 92 198 290 481 167 314 7.2 19-32 1-0
at  New Orleans 12/1 4-7 21 14 W -3 W U48.5 6.1 156 166 322 327 184 143 4.8 21-22 0-0

✓      BUFFALO 12/8 10-2 44 42 W 3.5 W O50.5 6.3 137 320 457 445 342 103 8.2 30-30 0-0
✓ at  San Francisco • 12/12 6-7 12 6 W 3 W U48.5 4.6 142 160 302 191 128 63 3.8 20-13 0-1

at  NY Jets 12/22 4-10 19 9 W -3 W U46.5 4.8 132 110 242 321 246 75 5.2 16-21 1-2
     ARIZONA • 12/29 7-8 13 9 W -6.5 L U47.5 4.8 68 189 257 396 283 113 5.7 17-26 0-2

✓      SEATTLE • 1/5 9-7 25 30 L 7 W O38.5 6.5 84 319 403 336 210 126 6.6 27-22 1-0
✓      MINNESOTA Ply 1/13 14-3 27 9 W 2 W U47.5 6 90 202 292 269 163 106 4.3 19-18 0-2

n   Green Bay 9/6 0-0 34 29 W -1 W O49.5 5.7 144 266 410 414 251 163 18.8 27-28 3-0
     ATLANTA 9/16 0-1 21 22 L -5.5 L U46.5 5.4 186 179 365 385 233 152 6.8 24-26 1-0

✓ at  New Orleans 9/22 2-0 15 12 W 2.5 W U49 7.3 172 288 460 219 130 89 4.1 31-15 2-1

at  Tampa Bay 9/29 2-1 16 33 L -1 L O42 4.5 113 114 227 445 334 111 6.2 15-30 2-0

     OPEN DATE 10/6
✓      CLEVELAND 10/13 1-4 20 16 W -8 L U42 6.1 116 256 372 244 144 100 5.1 25-16 0-0
✓ at  NY Giants • 10/20 2-4 28 3 W -3 W U42 5.7 269 70 339 119 43 76 2.5 23-8 0-0
✓ at  Cincinnati 10/27 3-4 37 17 W 2.5 W O47.5 6.7 161 236 397 280 222 58 4.9 26-19 0-2
✓      JACKSONVILLE 11/3 2-6 28 23 W -7.5 L O46 6.4 237 210 447 215 155 60 4.4 30-14 1-3
✓ at  Dallas • 11/10 3-5 34 6 W -7 W U44.5 5.8 187 161 348 146 49 97 2.8 23-10 2-5
✓      WASHINGTON • 11/14 7-3 26 18 W -4.5 W U48.5 6.4 228 206 434 264 171 93 4.4 29-18 0-1
✓ at  LA Rams 11/24 5-5 37 20 W -3 W O48.5 7.2 314 167 481 290 198 92 5.4 32-19 0-1

at  Baltimore 12/1 8-4 24 19 W 3 W U50 4.8 140 112 252 372 206 166 5.5 17-25 0-0
     CAROLINA 12/8 3-9 22 16 W -14 L U45 5.6 209 83 292 302 184 118 4.4 19-20 0-1

✓      PITTSBURGH 12/15 10-3 27 13 W -5.5 W U42.5 5.4 131 270 401 163 107 56 4.2 27-11 2-1
at  Washington • 12/22 9-5 33 36 L -3.5 L O46.5 5 211 127 338 368 255 113 5.8 23-25 2-5

✓      DALLAS • 12/29 7-8 41 7 W -7.5 W O37.5 6.2 179 197 376 268 141 127 4.5 25-18 0-4
✓      NY GIANTS • 1/5 3-13 20 13 W -3 W U36 4.6 51 252 303 238 138 100 4.4 20-16 0-1

     GREEN BAY Ply 1/12 11-6 22 10 W -5.5 W U46 5.3 169 121 290 302 195 107 5.2 19-20 0-4

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
22.0
103
226
329

DEF
22.0
129
220
349

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
15.0
3.9
6.9
5.6

DEF
15.9
4.6
6.8
5.8

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
27.0
179
184
363

DEF
17.0
104
175
279

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
13.4
4.9
7.1
5.8

DEF
16.4
4.3
5.8
5.1

May the doinks be with you. That’s the popular toast Commanders 
fans are saying these days. It’s also likely the last time they’ll 
be drinking to the same this football season, given the Lions’ 

roaring 14-2 SU and 11-4-1 ATS mark when laying points this campaign. 
However, much like the onerous stat called out against Houston in the 
other game being played today is the fact that any team in the Divisional 
Round, coming off an upset win as an underdog in the Wild Card Round, 
is 0-15 SU and 3-12 ATS as a road dog if they won fi ve or fewer games 
the previous season. Jayden Daniels and the Washington Commanders 
doinked their way to a dramatic victory over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
on Sunday, ending two lengthy droughts. Washington’s last playoff victory 
was in January 2006, when Daniels was just 6 years old, and a rookie 

quarterback hadn’t won on the road in the postseason since 2012. To 
top it off, Washington never punted in a 23-20 victory. And to top it off, 
the Commanders reside inside this week’s INCREDIBLE STAT on page 2. 
However, don’t look for that to happen here. It’s safe to say it’s rare when 
an NFL Rookie quarterback wins a game on the road in the playoffs, as 
they are just 5-16 outright overall on the playoff road. And talk about 
amazement, in a signifi cant surprise, Lions RB David Montgomery is back 
after he suffered what was thought to be a season-ending knee injury in 
Week 15. With Detroit head coach Dan Campbell looking to wipe the egg 
off his face from the puzzling 4th down calls he made down the stretch in 
the playoffs last year that cost his team a trip to the Super Bowl, the “Lions’ 
Den” is not where the Commanders want to be today.

★ FEATURED BEST BET ★
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✓ at  Kansas City 9/5 0-0 20 27 L 2.5 L O46 6.2 185 267 452 353 281 72 7.4 30-24 1-1
✓      LAS VEGAS 9/15 0-1 23 26 L -9 L O42 6.3 151 232 383 260 233 27 4.7 26-17 1-1
✓ at  Dallas 9/22 1-1 28 25 W -1 W O47.5 7.6 274 182 456 412 361 51 6.1 30-27 0-1
✓      BUFFALO 9/29 3-0 35 10 W -2.5 W U47.5 8.1 271 156 427 236 155 81 4.4 28-16 1-1
✓ at  Cincinnati • 10/6 1-3 41 38 W -2.5 W O48.5 6.8 175 345 520 442 371 71 7.1 35-29 1-1
✓      WASHINGTON 10/13 4-1 30 23 W -7 T O50.5 7.7 176 308 484 305 253 52 5.8 32-20 1-0
✓ at  Tampa Bay 10/21 4-2 41 31 W -4 W O51 9.8 244 264 508 481 356 125 6.4 34-32 1-2

at  Cleveland • 10/27 1-6 24 29 L -7.5 L O44.5 6.6 124 263 387 401 321 80 6.3 26-27 0-1
✓      DENVER 11/3 5-3 41 10 W -9 W O46.5 7.5 127 269 396 319 197 122 5.0 26-21 0-1

     CINCINNATI • 11/7 4-5 35 34 W -6 L O53 6.7 99 290 389 470 421 49 6.5 26-31 0-1
✓ at  Pittsburgh • 11/17 7-2 16 18 L -3 L U48.5 6.3 124 205 329 303 181 122 4.3 22-20 3-1
✓ at  LA Chargers 11/25 7-3 30 23 W -3 W O50.5 6.6 212 177 389 285 202 83 5.1 26-19 0-0
✓      PHILADELPHIA 12/1 9-2 19 24 L -3 L U50 5.5 166 206 372 252 112 140 4.8 25-17 0-0

     OPEN DATE 12/8
✓ at  NY Giants 12/15 2-11 35 14 W -16.5 W O43.5 7.9 170 275 445 236 181 55 4.1 30-16 1-1
✓      PITTSBURGH • 12/21 10-4 34 17 W -7 W O43.5 6.9 220 198 418 315 198 117 5.5 28-21 1-2
✓ at  Houston 12/25 9-6 31 2 W -6.5 W U46.5 7.2 251 181 432 211 153 58 4.3 29-14 0-1
✓      CLEVELAND • 1/5 3-13 35 10 W -19.5 W O41.5 6.5 220 217 437 230 174 56 4.3 29-15 0-2
✓      PITTS • Ply 1/11 10-7 28 14 W -8.5 W U45 6.5 299 165 464 280 251 29 6.8 31-19 0-0

OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A
✓      ARIZONA 9/8 0-0 34 28 W -6.5 L O45.5 6.3 130 222 352 270 146 124 4.8 23-18 1-1

at  Miami • 9/12 1-0 31 10 W 2.5 W U49 5.5 108 139 247 351 212 139 4.8 16-23 0-3
✓      JACKSONVILLE 9/23 0-2 47 10 W -4.5 W O46.5 6.5 122 266 388 239 147 92 3.8 26-16 0-2

at  Baltimore 9/29 1-2 10 35 L 2.5 L U47.5 4.4 81 155 236 427 156 271 8.1 16-28 1-1

at  Houston 10/6 3-1 20 23 L 1 L U48 4.8 150 126 276 425 331 94 6.4 18-28 0-2

at  NY Jets • 10/14 2-3 23 20 W -1 W O42 6.2 149 210 359 393 272 121 7.0 24-26 0-1
✓      TENNESSEE 10/20 1-4 34 10 W -9.5 W O41 7.3 74 315 389 289 200 89 4.5 26-19 0-2
✓ at  Seattle 10/27 4-3 31 10 W -3 W U45 6.5 164 281 445 233 201 32 5.1 30-16 1-3

     MIAMI • 11/3 2-5 30 27 W -6 L O49 5.6 94 231 325 373 224 149 6.3 22-25 1-1
✓ at  Indianapolis 11/10 4-5 30 20 W -4.5 W O47 6.1 135 280 415 361 240 121 6.3 28-24 2-4
✓      KANSAS CITY 11/17 9-0 30 21 W -2.5 W O46.5 5.2 104 262 366 259 181 78 5.2 24-17 1-2

     OPEN DATE 11/24
✓      SAN FRANCISCO 12/1 5-6 35 10 W -6.5 W U45.5 6.6 220 152 372 239 86 153 5.3 25-16 0-0

at  LA Rams 12/8 6-6 42 44 L -3.5 L O50.5 8.2 103 342 445 457 320 137 6.3 30-30 0-0
✓ at  Detroit 12/15 12-1 48 42 W 2.5 W O54.5 8.2 197 362 559 521 473 48 7.0 37-35 0-1

     NEW ENGLAND • 12/22 3-11 24 21 W -14 L U47.5 5.7 172 152 324 379 253 126 5.7 22-25 1-3
✓      NY JETS • 12/29 4-11 40 14 W -10 W O44.5 5.6 97 251 348 281 169 112 5.3 23-19 0-3

at  New England • 1/5 3-13 16 23 L -3 L O36.5 4 130 129 259 309 232 77 5.2 17-21 0-1
✓      DENVER Ply 1/12 10-7 31 7 W -7.5 W U48.5 6.7 210 261 471 224 145 79 5.6 31-15 0-0

OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A

NO. 3  BALTIMORE RAVENS (13-5 / 11-6-1) NO. 2  BUFFALO BILLS  (14-4 / 11-7)

BUFFALO over Baltimore by 6 OPENING LINES: 
BILLS -1.5 / 51.5

SUNDAY - JANUARY 19 
6:30 PM ET - CBS

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
30.0
194
233
427

DEF
21.0
77
245
322

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
14.2
5.8
8.4
7.0

DEF
15.3
3.5
6.7
5.5

AVERAGES
SCORING
RUSHING
PASSING

TOTAL

OFF
31.0
136
230
366

DEF
21.0
113
222
335

YDS/POINT
YDS/RUSH
YDS/PASS
YDS/PLAY

OFF
11.8
4.6
7.6
6.1

DEF
16.0
4.5
6.6
5.7

I t’s MVP time in Buffalo where Josh Allen hosts Lamar Jackson in this 
must-watch Divisional showdown. The Ravens won the fi rst meeting 
against Buffalo this season, 35-10, in Baltimore in Week Four, but 

the Bills won their last playoff meeting four years ago in the divisional 
round. As we called out in the Eagles write-up on these pages, we 
know that NFL favorites dominated this regular season, especially those 
favored by fewer than six points – yet they are 25-37-2 ATS in Divisional 
Round games, including 11-23-1 ATS when coming off a SUATS win. 
And for what it’s worth, if you believe in karma, the Ravens have won 
the Super Bowl every 12 years this century (2001, 2013), and both title-
winning teams were led by 28-year-old QBs (Trent Dilfer, Joe Flacco). 
It’s been 12 years since Baltimore hoisted the Lombardi Trophy… and 
Lamar Jackson is 28. There is no refuting the fact that the Ravens have 

devoured all eleven fellow playoff teams this season, going 8-3 SU and 
11-0 ITS by an average of +121 net yards per game, whereas the Bills 
are only 3-3 SUATS and ITS by only +06 net yards per game. However, 
if you think that stat appears skewed, check out the Chiefs’ NEGATIVE 
ATS and ITS stats on page 2. Note, though, that Buffalo made it twelve 
consecutive home wins while improving to 9-0 at home at Highmark 
Stadium this season when they drilled Denver on Sunday, setting up 
this Divisional Round battle of streaking powerhouses. In addition, the 
Bills are 15-2 SU and 11-5-1 ATS at home in the playoffs when they sport 
the better record since 1989. Yes, the Black Birds enter on a 5-0 SUATS 
win streak – all by double-digits – since coming off their Bye week in 
mid-December. But you can’t lay points in Buffalo. The Bills are simply 
too dangerous – and motivated.

IT’S YOURS FREE!
Welcome to 2025 and PLAYBOOK has a $99 New 
Year’s gift for you. All 2025 Football Newsletter and 
Newsletter combo subscriptions are currently at a 2024 
Price Freeze. Sign up now for 2025 at 2024 prices and 
you will also get Marc’s entire $99 Super Bowl Special 
plays as a no-charge bonus! You must call our offi ce at 
800.752.9266 and ask for the January Renewal offer.

https://www.ipsports.net/ecps/ecapper_store/product_info.php?PRODUCT_ID=4239&SITE_ID=0
https://www.playbooksports.com/Playbook-Coffee/
https://www.ipsports.net/ecps/ecapper_store/product_info.php?PRODUCT_ID=2135&SITE_ID=0
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2024-25 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF: 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

(7) NOTRE DAME  (14-1 SU • 13-2 ATS)-9.5/46.5   (8) OHIO STATE  (13-2 SU • 9-6 ATS)

         OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A          OPPONENT      DATE   OWL   PF   PA   SU   LINE  ATS  O/U      OYP   OFR   OFP   OYD   DYD   DFP   DFR  DYP  RES      F - A
✓      AKRON 8/31 0-0 52 6 W -49 L O56 6.3 170 234 404 177 130 47 2.8 27-12 0-3
✓      W MICHIGAN 9/7 0-1 56 0 W -37 W O54.5 9.7 276 410 686 119 71 48 2.5 46-8 0-0
✓      MARSHALL 9/21 1-1 49 14 W -40 L O57 10.2 281 289 570 269 139 130 4.0 38-18 1-0
✓ at  Michigan St • 9/28 3-1 38 7 W -23.5 W U48.5 6.4 185 298 483 246 199 47 4.9 32-16 1-3
✓      IOWA • 10/5 3-1 35 7 W -17 W U46 6.3 203 209 412 226 110 116 4.7 27-15 1-1

at  Oregon • 10/12 5-0 31 32 L -3 L O54.5 7.0 143 326 469 496 341 155 7.6 31-33 1-0
✓      NEBRASKA • 10/26 5-2 21 17 W -25 L U48.5 6.1 64 221 285 273 152 121 4.2 19-18 1-1
✓ at  Penn St • 11/2 7-0 20 13 W -3 W U47.5 5.6 176 182 358 270 150 120 5.1 24-18 2-1
✓      PURDUE • 11/9 1-7 45 0 W -37.5 W U55.5 6.6 173 260 433 206 108 98 3.5 29-14 0-2
✓ at  N’western • 11/16 4-5 31 7 W -28 L U43.5 7.4 173 247 420 251 201 50 3.8 28-17 0-1
✓      INDIANA • 11/23 10-0 38 15 W -10.5 W O52.5 5.7 115 201 316 151 68 83 2.6 21-10 1-1
✓      MICHIGAN • 11/30 6-5 10 13 L -19.5 L U41.5 4.3 77 175 252 234 62 172 4.0 17-16 2-2
✓ Ply Tennessee 12/21 10-2 42 17 W -7 W O47 7.4 156 317 473 256 104 152 3.7 32-17 1-0
✓ Ply Oregon Bwl 1/1 13-0 41 21 W -2.5 W O55.5 8.8 181 319 500 276 299 -23 3.9 33-18 0-0
✓ Ply Texas Bwl 1/10 13-2 28 14 W -5 W U51.5 6.5 81 289 370 341 283 58 5.0 25-23 1-2

✓ at  Texas A&M 8/31 0-0 23 13 W 3 W U47 5.6 198 158 356 269 121 148 4.4 24-18 0-1
     NO ILLINOIS 9/7 1-0 14 16 L -28 L U47 4.8 123 163 286 388 198 190 6.0 19-26 2-0

✓ at  Purdue 9/14 1-0 66 7 W -7 W O47 8.4 364 216 580 162 124 38 3.3 39-11 0-2
✓      MIAMI OHIO 9/21 0-2 28 3 W -27 L U43.5 6.7 270 158 428 229 119 110 3.6 29-15 2-2

     LOUISVILLE 9/28 3-0 31 24 W -6.5 W O45 5.4 120 163 283 437 264 173 5.8 19-29 2-3
✓      STANFORD 10/12 2-3 49 7 W -23 W O45.5 7.2 229 248 477 200 87 113 3.4 32-13 1-1
✓ vs  Georgia Tech 10/19 5-2 31 13 W -14 W U49.5 5.6 168 217 385 333 269 64 5.0 26-22 1-2
✓ vs  Navy 10/26 6-0 51 14 W -14 W O50.5 7.2 265 201 466 310 88 222 5.4 31-21 0-1
✓      FLORIDA ST 11/9 1-8 52 3 W -25.5 W O44 7.3 201 252 453 208 88 120 3.0 30-14 0-2
✓      VIRGINIA 11/16 5-4 35 14 W -20.5 W U51 6.3 234 214 448 300 172 128 4.4 30-20 2-5
✓ vs  Army 11/23 9-0 49 14 W -14 W O45 10.1 275 189 464 233 26 207 3.5 31-16 0-1

at  Usc 11/30 6-5 49 35 W -7 W O53 7.3 260 178 438 557 360 197 7.2 29-37 2-2
✓ Ply Indiana 12/20 11-1 27 17 W -7 W U50.5 5.9 193 201 394 278 215 63 4.6 26-19 1-1

Ply Georgia Bwl 1/1 11-2 23 10 W -1 W U45.5 4.2 156 90 246 296 234 62 4.9 16-20 0-2
✓ Ply Penn St Bwl 1/9 13-2 27 24 W 1 W O45 5.4 116 267 383 339 135 204 5.2 26-23 2-1

Monday, January 20 • 7:30 PM • ESPN • Mercedez-Benz Stadium • Atlanta, GA (FT) 

Ohio State over Notre Dame by 3

OHIO STATE               NOTRE DAME

TALE     tapeOF
THE

OFFENSIVE STAT AVERAGES
POINTS PER GAME
RUSHING YARDS
YARDS PER RUSH
PASSING YARDS
YARDS PER PASS

TOTAL YARDS
YARDS PER PLAY

FIRST DOWNS 
3RD DOWN %

4Q PTS PER GAME

36.0
164.0

5.0
265.0

9.2
429.0

7.0
20.7
41.6
7.8

37.0
211.0
5.9
194.0
7.1
405.0
6.4
20.5
41.3
10.7

DEFENSIVE STAT AVERAGES
POINTS PER GAME
RUSHING YARDS
YARDS PER RUSH
PASSING YARDS
YARDS PER PASS

TOTAL YARDS
YARDS PER PLAY

FIRST DOWNS
OPP 3RD DOWN %
QB SACKS GAME

12.0
92.0
2.7

161.0
5.9

253.0
4.2

14.8
34.7
3.40

14.0
136.0
3.8
167.0
5.9
303.0
4.7
16.7
29.8
2.53

How odd is it that Notre Dame QB Riley Leonard and Ohio 
State QB Will Howard were roommates at the Manning 
Passing Academy last summer? Or are Notre Dame and 

Ohio State listed side-by-side in the 2024 PLAYBOOK Football 
Preview Guide magazine? We’re unsure if it mattered in their path 
to the fi rst-ever 12-team College Football Playoff Championship 
Game. Nevertheless, they’ve both arrived. Notre Dame is riding a 
13-game outright win streak, including an 11-0 ATS win skein, 
on the heels of three straight wins over Top-10 ranked opponents. 
Despite suffering two tough losses earlier in the season to Oregon 
and Michigan, Ohio State has been nearly unstoppable since. Their 
performance in the CFP has been nothing short of dominant.
Ohio State claims the top spot for the best defensive leader in 
college football. The Buckeyes lead the nation in points allowed, 
with just 12.2 per game, and in yards allowed, with only 251.1 per 
game. Additionally, the team has recorded 51 total sacks, ranking 
third in the country.
Notre Dame is not far behind, boasting an impressive defense. 
The Fighting Irish rank No. 2 in points allowed with 14.3 points 
per game and No. 9 in yards allowed with 298.3 yards per game. 
While their 38 total sacks rank 17th nationally, their disciplined 
and aggressive play has made them a formidable opponent for 
opposing offenses. 
How they got here: The eighth-seeded Buckeyes beat No. 9 
Tennessee and No. 1 Oregon by a combined score of 83-38 before 
taking down No. 5 Texas, 28-14, in Friday’s thrilling semifi nal. The 
seventh-seeded Fighting Irish handled No. 10 Indiana and No. 
2 Georgia before squeaking past No. 6 Penn State, 27-24. And 
neither of whom won a conference title this season. This is the 
ninth meeting between these two programs. Notre Dame won 
the fi rst two games nearly a century ago (1935-36), but Ohio State 
has won all six since then (1995, 1996, 2006, 2016, 2022, 2023) to 
take a commanding lead in the all-time series. This will also be 
the fi rst time since 2004-05 that no SEC teams will appear in back-
to-back FBS national championship games. From a here-and-now 
aspect, the favorites are 9-1 outright and 8-2 against the 
spread in this year’s playoff. They’d be undefeated if it weren’t 
for a surge of late money on Thursday that made Penn State a 
slight favorite over Notre Dame before kickoff.
On a sidebar note: Kevin R. from Hammond, IN, an astute 
Playbook client, informed us that there is a reason Notre Dame 
keeps winning games they are supposed to lose. It has to do with 
Irish QB Riley Leonard, who was quoted as saying, “Those who 
exalt themselves or praise themselves will be humbled, but 
those who humble themselves will be praised.” Words to 
live by. FYI: Leonard wears this on his wrist every game. In closing, 

the Well-Oiled Machine notes that while underdogs are on a 5-0 
ATS run in CFP title games, teams with a better win percentage are 
3-0 ATS all-time in CFP championship games if t hey scored more 
than 24 points in the semifi nal round match.
In addition, Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman is 33-8 SU 
and 29-11 ATS in his career with the Irish, by an average margin of 
loss of 7 points per game ... with only three by double-digits. He is 
also 10-0 ATS against foes coming off an ATS win of nine or more 
points and 31-1 outright in games where the Irish have scored 24 
or more points.
From a sheer excitement standpoint, it will be hard for this game 
to surpass the thrills we saw in Texas’ win over Arizona State in the 
Fiesta Bowl quarterfi nals. Cam Skattebo. Quinn Ewers. Two-point 
conversions. Missed fi eld goals. Fourth-down conversions. Double 
overtime. That game, indeed, had it all. You can pay the toll and 
get in Ohio State backers’ long, long public line. But you’ll fi nd us in 
the Nostradamus express lane, glued from start to fi nish in a game 
that fi gures closer than you think.


